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YES! Update 11.13.2015
Announcements 
· Be sure to check out the newly updated project resources on the Coaches Corner!  Topics include Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Educate, and Collections for Cash & Fundraisers.
· Winter Workshops are right around the corner.  Be sure to take the survey by November 24 to help your coordinators plan workshops in your area!  
· The Science Museum of Minnesota is hitting the road with its 2016 Regional Tours.  For a fee, you can arrange an assembly presentation when they are in your region.  The following assemblies are available: (K-2) Dinosaurs, Sound, Water- (3-5) Electricity, Solids-Liquids-Gases, Water, Engineering, Energy Connections.  These would be great assemblies for your team to assist with!  
Grants and Opportunities
· McKnight Foundation Project Funding - Deadline: December 10 
Through the generosity of the McKnight Foundation, YES! is able to offer $7,000 to go towards projects that engage and empower youth to make an impact in their school and/or community on climate change through hands-on projects. Teams will be awarded up to $1,000 for projects related to energy efficiency retrofits, implementation of or continuation of B3 data tracking, installation and research of renewable energy technology such as solar or wind, tracking climate change emissions via the EPA calculator and educating others about what they can do, and other energy education efforts (these are only ideas—you are encouraged to think outside the box and link climate change to what your team is already doing).
· President’s Environmental Youth Award-Deadline: December 31
The President’s Environmental Youth Award (PEYA) recognizes outstanding environmental projects by K-12 youth.  Each year the PEYA program honors a wide variety of projects developed by young individuals, school classes (kindergarten through high school), summer camps, public interest groups, and youth organizations to promote environmental awareness. Thousands of young people from all 50 states and the U.S. territories have submitted projects to EPA for consideration. Winning projects in the past have covered a wide range of subject areas, including:
· restoring native habitats
· recycling in schools and communities
· construction of nature preserves
· tree planting
· installing renewable energy projects
· creating videos, skits and newsletters that focused on environmental issues 
· participating in many other creative sustainability efforts

· Start collecting your schools’ milk cartons for the Carton2Garden contest!  This contest awards schools based on creativity for repurposing milk and juice cartons from your school’s cafeteria.  The grand prize is valued at $5000.  Find more information about the contest here.  
· Check out additional funding opportunities via the Coaches Corner! 
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· Remember to include the YES! logo on posters and media that your team creates.  For ease of access, a downloadable file is available on the Coaches Corner of the YES! website.
· Make sure your team wears the YES! t-shirts at events they host or attend in their community!  If your team has grown since the Fall Summit and you need additional t-shirts, contact your coordinator.  We have some extra t-shirts available depending on the sizes you need.  
· Be sure to keep your coordinator in the loop on what your team is up to.  They are great assets in helping your team along with their projects!
· It’s never too early to start thinking about presentation possibilities in your community.  Connect with your local service groups or table at community events.  Spread the word about the good work your team is doing!  
Our Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter accounts just keep on getting better!  Keep an eye on them for resources, events, photos and other YES! news.  You might even make an appearance yourself!
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