WILLMAR, MINN.

For second time,
Swift County

rejects moratorium
on wind power

BY TOM CHERVENY
West Central Tribune

BENSON — For a sec-
ond time, the Swift Coun-
ty Board of Commission-
ers has rejected calls for a
moratorium on wind
power development.

A motion by Commis-
sioner Larry Mahoney, of
Appleton, calling for a
moratorium of up to one
year, failed to get a sec-
ond and died as a result.
The commissioner
offered the motion Tues-
day after about two dozen
people attended the com-
missioners’ meeting.
Eight offered comments,
some favoring and some
opposing a moratorium.

The commissioners
previously rejected calls
for a wind power morato-
rium in May. They chose
instead to appoint a
renewable energy com-
mittee to review the
county’s nearly two-
decade-old ordinance for
wind and solar power.
That committee has met
twice, and will continue
to meet, but is not under
a specified timeline to
make any recommenda-
tions, according to infor-
mation at the meeting.

In making his motion
in support of a moratori-
um, Mahoney said there
were 410 signatures on a
petition asking for one. A
large renewable energy
company, Apex Clean
Energy, is proposing what
it describes as a potential
400-megawatt wind farm

in western Swift County.

It would provide power
to the grid by connecting
to a proposed 345-kilovolt
transmission line that
Otter Tail Power and Mis-
souri River Energy Sys-
tems are planning to
build as the Big Stone
South to Alexandria
project.

“My comment is this,”
said Mahoney when
introducing his motion.
“Whether it’s Jennifer,
Tyler, Scott, Bernard or
Dennis, the reaction has
been nearly the same.
They are stunned, there’s
disbelief, and they’re
unaware and then upset
when they find out a con-
tract has been signed up
for wind around their
home.”

He said the county’s
environmental services
director advised the com-
missioners last spring
that “wind can divide a
community, and it has.”

Marilyn Anderson, of
Appleton, was among the
citizens asking for a
moratorium.

“We know the turbines
are coming, but we don’t
want them on our front
steps,” she said.

A moratorium would
give the county time to
look at revising setback
regulations to protect res-
idents and landowners,
she and others told the
commissioners.

Opponents of a morato-
rium pointed out that the
county already has
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About two dozen citizens attend the Swift County Board
of Commissioners meeting on Tuesday with eight of
them speaking for or against a proposed moratorium
on wind power development. The commissioners took
no action on a moratorium after a motion in favor of a
moratorium by Commissioner Larry Mahoney failed to

getasecond.

students build

BY TOM CHERVENY
West Central Tribune

SPICER

e can’t know the
future, but we
can help those

who will make it.

That’s Kalley Pratt’s
role as the director of
Youth Eco Solutions, or
YES. She believes it is
important to give the
middle and high school
students involved with
YES as much opportunity
as possible to pursue
what is important to
them, and the voice to
decide it.

“I believe they are the
future and what they
want to do matters,” she
told the West Central Tri-
bune. “If they are pas-
sionate about it, they are
going to do it.”

Pratt spoke as roughly
120 students from eight of
the 10 schools participat-
ing in YES this year gath-
ered on the grounds of
the Prairie Woods Envi-
ronmental Learning Cen-
ter on Oct. 9 for their fall
summit, the kickoff to
the year’s activities.

With help from a vari-
ety of partners, the stu-
dents took part in hands-
on activities and work-
shops to learn about

everything from the
importance of pollinators
and native prairie to soil
health. There were team-
building exercises on the
challenge course, and the
opportunity to be
inspired.

Emily Ford, who came
to the attention of the
outdoor community when
she solo hiked the Ice Age
National Scenic Trail in
Wisconsin during the
winter of 2021, addressed
the students to show that
the outdoors are for
everyone.

New London-Spicer and
MACCRAY are among the
local schools participat-
ing in Youth Eco Solu-
tions. The summit at
Prairie Woods also
brought students from
schools in locations as
dispersed as Mankato,
Duluth, Westbrook-Wal-
nut Grove and Royalton.

The students at each of
these schools will be
deciding on projects in
their home communities.
They will “put their fin-
gerprints” on the envi-
ronmental challenges
they want to tackle,
according to Pratt.

Students from the Har-
bor City International

puts:
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Jolene Carlson, with the Minnesota Soil Health Association and a licensed nutritionist, spoke on the link between
soil health and nutrition to students participating in the Youth Eco Solutions fall summit at the Prairie Woods
Environmental Learning Center on Oct. 9.

Youth Eco Solutions helps
our future

Tom Cherveny / West Central Tribune
Students participating in the Youth Eco Solutions fall
summit at the Prairie Woods Environmental Learning
Center on Oct. 9 took on the climbing wall as part of a
team-building activity led by Cameron Kalkbrenner with
YES on A2 Prairie Woods.

Q&A: How do we know if our Minnesota elections are secure?

BY MARY MURPHY
Forum News Service

ST. PAUL — Election
tampering and voter
fraud — they’re common
concerns
ahead of
the Nov. 5
general
election.
What is
being done
in Minneso-
ta to pre-
vent it, and to keep elec-
tions secure? Minnesota
election officials explain.

Information is accord-
ing to the Minnesota Sec-
retary of State’s Office

and Minnesota election
judges who spoke at a
public testing of election
tabulators in Blaine, Min-
nesota, on Thursday,
Oct.17.

Q: Is ballot
harvesting legal in
Minnesota?

A: Ballot harvesting is
legal in Minnesota. This
means someone can turn
in your ballot for you.
Absentee ballots have
extra protections and go
through extra screening
to prevent any type of
forgery or cheating:
checking that another
registered Minnesota
voter signed your ballot

as a witness, checking
that the name and
address match what was
on the absentee applica-
tion, and checking that
the ID matches the absen-
tee application. Public
databases that document
deaths in the state also
help ensure that someone
isn’t filling out the ballot
of someone who is
deceased or has moved.
Q: Why can people
vote without their ID?
A: You need to have an
ID when you register.
Once you are registered,
election officials have a
photo of you and your
information that they

confirm at your polling
place, but you must go to
the correct polling place,
which you can check
here.

So, if someone who is
registered comes in with-
out an ID, judges will
have a copy of their ID
and a photo of them in
their database. But if
they were never a regis-
tered voter, or if they
haven’t voted in four
years, they won’t be able
to vote without an ID.

Q: Can
undocumented
immigrants vote?

A: No, undocumented
immigrants cannot vote

in Minnesota. You must
be a U.S. citizen to vote.
While Minnesota’s new
automatic voter registra-
tion says that people who
receive a Minnesota state-
issued ID can be automat-
ically registered, and the
Minnesota Legislature
also just passed a law
allowing undocumented
immigrants to get their
driver’s licenses, there is
an exception for
non-citizens.

If the DMV worker sees
that a Minnesota resident
is not able to show U.S.
citizenship while receiv-
ing their driver’s license,
they will not be

automatically registered
to vote. Automatic regis-
trations are also cross-
checked by humans.

Q: Why are some
people mailed a
ballot automatically?

A: In counties that are
hyper-rural, and where
there may not be a proper
polling place nearby, the
state automatically mails
ballots to affected individ-
uals. In all other cases,
people are not mailed bal-
lots automatically unless
they have opted in to do
so on the Secretary of
State’s website.
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WIND
CONTINUED from Al

started the process of
reviewing its renewable
energy ordinance to take
into consideration the
larger sizes of today’s
wind turbines. They also
noted that utility-sized
projects such as the June-
grass Wind project pro-
posed in Swift County by
Apex Clean Energy are
permitted by the state,
and not the local
government.

Bonita Ascheman, of
Holloway, was among
those who spoke against a

moratorium. She said
people who signed the
petition asking for a mor-
atorium were not
informed or aware that
the county already has a
committee looking at pos-
sible changes. She said
the negativity about wind
power has been “unfair
and dangerous” for the
county.

Dan Smith, also of Hol-
loway, said wind power
represents an important
opportunity for economic
development in the coun-
ty. He suggested there has
been too much fear-mon-
gering, and said that state
regulators do a thorough

job of using setbacks and
other rules to protect res-
idents. He likened the
current opposition to
wind power to the opposi-
tion that agricultural
irrigation met in the
1970s.

“Very contentious, we
understand that,” Com-
missioner Gary Hen-
drickx, of Appleton, said
of the wind power issue
in the county. He thanked
those who offered views
on both sides, and said
the county will “do our
due diligence” in review-
ing its ordinances.

Anna Hays, represent-
ing Apex Clean Energy,

said the company is
aware of the sensitivity
of the issue in the county.
The company plans to
outline its proposed June-
grass Wind project to the
Swift County Board in
the near future. It will be
opening an office in Ben-
son in a couple of weeks.

She also emphasized
that there is a lot of time
to work on assuring
what’s best for the com-
munity. Current plans for
the project call for not
erecting the first turbine
until 2030, according to
Hays.

CONTINUED from Al

School in Duluth are
interested in water quali-
ty issues.

Students at the Royal-
ton High School are
focused on our prairie
landscape. They are in
the midst of a multi-year
prairie restoration proj-
ect, Pratt explained.

While learning was the
focus of the fall summit,
it was also an opportuni-
ty for the students to
build friendships and
camaraderie with like-
minded peers, Pratt
pointed out.

Prairie Woods and the
Southwest Initiative
Foundation launched
YES as the “Youth Ener-
gy Summit” program for
schools in 2007. Its early
focus was on energy. Stu-
dents took on projects
such as installing solar
panels and improving
energy efficiency,

including a project by the
New London-Spicer team
to make possible a $45,000
investment in improving
the energy efficiency of
the Little Theatre
Auditorium.

YES teams have also
built passive solar green-
houses at the schools in
both New London-Spicer
and Lac qui Parle Valley.
They’ve taken on commu-
nity wide recycling proj-
ects and found ways to
save energy and reduce
food wastes with projects
in their own schools.

Today, the change in
name to Youth Eco Solu-
tions reflects the broaden-
ing of the goals to
address a wide range of
environmental issues,
explained Pratt. As
before, it is a volunteer
program for schools that
wish to participate.

It’s about science, tak-
ing on projects, and even
civic engagement. One of
this year’s projects will
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Scott Glup, with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Office in
Litchfield, helped students identify native prairie plants
during a program as part of the Youth Eco Solutions fall
summit at the Prairie Woods Environmental Learning
Centeron Oct. 9.

include a session on how
students can engage with
their legislators.

The program, as part
of Prairie Woods, is made
possible thanks to fund-
ing from the Environmen-
tal and Natural Resources
Trust Fund. It uses a

portion of the proceeds
from the state lottery. Vot-
ers will be deciding this
November whether or not
to continue the Environ-
mental and Natural
Resources Trust Fund,
which originally was
approved in 1988.

Q&A
CONTINUED from A1

Q: How does
Minnesota know
when a registered
voter has died or
moved?

A: “It’s a question I get
pretty frequently,” said
Secretary of State Steve
Simon. “People will say,
‘Well, what about people
who are deceased?” We
subscribe to and regular-
ly filter all the millions of
records through not one,
but two death databases.
Not a very chipper and
happy subject, of course,
but we subscribe to both
the Social Security death
index and the Minnesota
Department of Health
death index.”

Regarding voters who
have moved out of state
or haven’t voted in Min-
nesota in four years,
those individuals’ regis-
trations are automatical-
ly deactivated, but Simon
said that nationally, the
states partner with each
other to frequently cross-
check registrations as
well.

Q: How does
Minnesota make sure
voters don’t vote
both absentee and
in-person?

A: “The poll books
work in conjunction with
data from Anoka County,
so folks that vote absen-
tee, that information is
quickly sent to Anoka
County and then upload-
ed to those poll books in
real time,” said Kathy
Sorenson, head election
judge at Anoka County.
“So we make sure that no
one does try to go to the
polling place after they’ve
submitted their absentee
ballot.”

When voters check in,
judges are able to see this
data and whether some-
one has already voted,
Sorenson explained.

Q: Who are election
judges, and how can |
trust them?

A: Any eligible voter in
Minnesota can be an elec-
tion judge, though there
are a few exceptions: no
family members can work
together as election judg-
es in the same polling
place, and a candidate for
office can’t work at a poll-
ing place where they are
on the ballot.

“They are your neigh-
bors, your friends, your
people that you know in
the community, and they

deserve our respect and
admiration for taking the
time to do this important
work fairly, accurately,
and lawfully,” Simon said
of election workers.

Minnesota State law
requires that all county
election boards have both
Republican and Democrat
Judges, and that any deci-
sion, like a certification
of a signature, is made by
two judges of each party.

Judges can also never
perform a duty alone —
they must be accompa-
nied by someone else to
enter any area where bal-
lots are secured.

Q: Where does my
ballot go, start to
finish?

A: If you vote by absen-
tee, your ballot is mailed
out from your county’s
office and directly to the
address you gave on your
absentee application.
When you return it in the
mail, the ballot is
returned to the county’s
office, the address that
appears on the yellow
envelope for your absen-
tee ballot. There, county
officials will review your
ballot by checking signa-
tures and other voter
information. If your bal-
lot is accepted, officials
will eventually insert
your ballot into a tabula-
tor machine to record
your vote.

If you vote in person or
are dropping off your
absentee ballot in person,
once your ballot is com-
pletely filled out, you can
insert it yourself into the
tabulator machine. Voters
can hear the sound of
their ballot dropping into
the tabulator when they
insert it, and can visually
see if it was counted.

Minnesota state law
says that after the results
are recorded by the tabu-
lator, the results must be
reported from each poll-
ing place to the county by
some physical means,
whether that is the disk
from the tabulator that
records all the results or
the receipt-looking tape
that prints out of each
machine with results.
Minnesota also has a
strict “no internet” law to
prevent tampering of
results as they’re record-
ed, meaning the tabula-
tors do not operate on
any kind of internet
connection.

After unofficial results
are submitted, election
judges will open the tabu-
lator machines and

securely store the ballots
in each county’s office
building.

Around a week after
every election, when
unofficial results have
been submitted, all 87
counties conduct post-
election reviews, where
they recount ballots from
randomly selected pre-
cincts by hand. A pre-
cinct where 2,000 or more
ballots were cast is
allowed a 5-vote differen-
tiation from what tabula-
tors recorded. After the
recount, results are made
official by the State Can-
vassing Board.

All ballots used for
these reviews are then
returned to the county
office, where they will be
securely stored for two
years. After the two-year
period, ballots are shred-
ded. Any room where bal-
lots are stored is locked
and surveyed at all times.
Only county officials
have keys to these rooms,
and nobody can go into
these rooms without
another person present.

Q: How commoniis it
for people to cheat in
Minnesota elections?

A: According to data
from the Minnesota Judi-
cial Branch, provided by
the Secretary of State’s
Office, in 2023, five people
in Minnesota were con-
victed of “ineligible voter
knowingly votes.” In 2022,
five again, and in 2021,
six.

Q: Whatis the
offense forillegally
voting?

A: Most voting crimes
are punishable as a felo-
ny, which can result in a
fine of $10,000 or up to
five years in prison.

Q: What are some
common mistakes by
voters?

A: 1. While polls close
on Election Day at 8 p.m.,
you are still allowed to
vote as long as you were
in line by 8. Many voters
will leave the polling
place or not vote if they
think they won’t be there
well before 8.

2. If you voted absentee
and are opting to return
your ballot in person and
not by mail, do not
assume you should
return it to your local
polling place. You should
return your ballot to
whatever address the bal-
lot was sent to you from,
which is most often the
county office. If you do
return it to your polling
place, election judges will
try their best to deliver it
to the county in time, but
it is not guaranteed. With
absentee ballots, you can
track whether your vote
was counted.

3. You can’t go to any
polling place in your
county, you must go with-
in your precinct, which
can be found on the Min-
nesota Secretary of State
website.
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Get the latest weather news and alerts with
up-to-date forecasts, current and future
radar and more with the Stormtracker app.
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